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CODE OF PRACTICE FOR WRECK DIVERS 
 

1. Do not dive on a designated wreck site without a licence. Protected wrecks are 
indicated on Admiralty charts and marked by buoys, or warning notices on the shore 
nearby 

2. Military wrecks should not be disturbed or items removed from them. This includes the 
debris field. The debris field is the trail of wreckage that comes away from the main 
body of the wreck during the sinking process. This trail can consist of parts of the ship, 
the cargo and the personal possessions of the crew. 

3. Do not lift anything that may be of archaeological importance. 

4. If you do discover what might be an historic wreck do not talk about it, but contact the 
Receiver of Wreck, who will advise you about your next steps. If your find is important 
you may apply for it to be designated a protected wreck site. You can then build up a 
well-qualified team with the right qualifications to investigate your site with the 
assistance  

5. If you do lift any material from the sea-bed, it is a legal requirement to report it to the 
Receiver of Wreck as soon as reasonably possible, even if you own the wreck that the 
material has come from. 

6. Avoid the temptation to take souvenirs. Go wreck diving to enjoy the scenery and life, 
or get involved in projects. If you must take something, try photographs or 
measurements, and records of marine life. 

7. Know and understand wreck law. If you remove material from wreck, which you then 
sell for profit, you are diving for reward, which is outside the scope of sport diving and 
you must conduct your dives in strict accordance with HSE regulations. A sound 
knowledge of wreck law will prevent you breaking the law, perhaps even ending up with 
a criminal record where no crime was intended. 
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